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TASH RELEASES REPORT ON CONTINUED 
ABUSES IN U.S. SCHOOLS
‘The Cost of Waiting’ examines restraint and seclusion in schools as legislation is re-introduced to provide a federal baseline of protections for students
WASHINGTON (April 6, 2011) – TASH, a nonprofit advocate for inclusion and human rights for persons with significant disabilities, Wednesday released The Cost of Waiting, a report on restraint, aversive interventions and seclusion, just as Rep. George Miller (D-CA) tries once more to enact federal protections against abusive procedures in U.S. schools.

The report, which includes an analysis of news stories over the past year, is an alarming reminder of the implications of inaction. In March 2010, the Keeping All Students Safe Act passed with bipartisan support in the House of Representatives. The legislation was the first critical step toward the type of measures already in place in prisons, hospitals and other facilities receiving federal support. The Senate failed to bring similar legislation to the floor.
The Cost of Waiting examines the 12 months since the legislation’s passage in the House. With each passing day, students continue to be vulnerable to dangerous procedures that provide no therapeutic value and can cause physical and emotional trauma, and even death. Restraint, seclusion and aversive interventions are also disproportionately used on students with intellectual and developmental disabilities, often for non-dangerous behaviors to force compliance.

“The intention of this report is clear. There are consequences for failing our students, and unless we push for federal protections against these procedures the number of children vulnerable to abuse will only continue,” said Barb Trader, executive director of TASH. “It’s critical we raise the public consciousness of this issue, because we cannot sit idly by until another child is injured or killed in school.”
Restraint is characterized by exposing the student to physical, mechanical or chemical restraints to immobilize them. These procedures include forcing a child to the floor, the use of tape, cuffs or other devices and the application of medicine that dulls a child’s ability to move or think. Seclusion is forced isolation in a room or space. Without legal safeguards, these procedures are often carried out by untrained or undertrained personnel, placing students at higher risk of serious injury or death.
The scope of abuses involving such procedures has been well-documented in reports from the National Disability Rights Network and the Government Accountability Office, which found no federal laws specifically regulate the use of restraint and seclusion in schools, and state laws vary widely, if they exist at all. Little has changed since the release of both reports in 2009. 
TASH and other advocates, including the Alliance to Prevent Restraint, Aversive Interventions and Seclusion – a TASH-led coalition of disability organizations – will continue to urge Congress to protect all students in U.S. schools. View and download a copy of The Cost of Waiting and find more information on this issue at www.tash.org. 
Click here to view The Cost of Waiting
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About TASH

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, TASH is an international grassroots leader in advancing inclusive communities through research, education and advocacy. Founded in 1975, we are a volunteer-driven organization that advocates for human rights and inclusion for people with the most significant disabilities and support needs – those most vulnerable to segregation, abuse, neglect and institutionalization. The inclusive practices we validate through research have been shown to improve outcomes for all people. More information about TASH can be found at www.tash.org. 
