*** Talking Points for Senate Staff on Employment Issues ***
1. I believe the vocational rehabilitation system should presume all youth with significant disabilities are capable of competitive, integrated employment, and should focus supports toward helping these youth attain this employment outcome. 

2. I appreciate the Senate HELP Committee’s efforts to improve employment outcomes of youth with significant disabilities who are transitioning into adulthood within the reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act.  

3. However, I am very concerned that current language in Section 511 of Title V of the Workforce Investment Act reauthorization will unintentionally lead to more youth with significant disabilities being unnecessarily placed into sheltered workshops and paid subminimum wages.

4. Section 511 provides a checklist of what a vocational rehabilitation counselor must do before deciding a youth with significant disabilities is incapable of achieving a successful employment outcome; unfortunately, it does not require the vocational rehabilitation system to offer and provide supported employment services.

5. I am opposed to any legislative provisions in the Workforce Investment Act that could open the door to more youth being sent to sheltered workshops and paid subminimum wage, and I believe Section 511, as currently written, puts youth with the most significant disabilities at great risk.

6. We need your support to communicate to the Senate HELP Committee leadership request that Section 511, as currently written, be removed from the Workforce Investment Act reauthorization.

7. Please convey your concerns directly to the following staff before the Senate HELP Committee’s legislative mark-up of the WIA Reauthorization bill scheduled for July 20.
Democratic Contacts:

Office of U.S. Senator Tom Harkin (Chairman, Senate HELP Committee)

Andrew_Imparato@help.senate.gov 

Office of U.S. Senator Patty Murray
Scott_Cheney@help.senate.gov; Crystal_Bridgeman@help.senate.gov 

Republican Contacts: 

Office of U.S. Senator Mike Enzi (Ranking Member, Senate HELP Committee)

Kelly_Hastings@help.senate.gov
Office of U.S. Senator Johnny Isaakson
Glee_Smith@isaakson.senate.gov 

