CALL SCRIPT – Key Talking Points for Outreach to Senators and Representatives

1. Introduce yourself and ask to speak with the legislative staffer handling education policy issues on behalf of your Member of Congress (MOC) and Senator. 

2. For the House of Representatives: 

·  I am calling to ask my Representative to cosponsor the Keeping All Students Safe Act of 2011 (H.R. 1381)  This bill was introduced by U.S. Representatives George Miller (D-CA) and Gregg Harper (R-MS) in April of this year, and has 28 cosponsors at this time.

· The bill establishes federal minimum safety standards to limit the use of restraint and seclusion in schools by:
· Banning the use of mechanical and chemical restraints, physical restraints that restrict breathing and aversive interventions that compromise health and safety;

· Prohibiting physical restraint and seclusion being used as planned interventions; they should only be used as a last resort in emergency circumstances where a student’s behavior poses an imminent danger of physical injury and less restrictive interventions would be ineffective;

· Requiring school personnel who implement the techniques to be trained and certified, and require that they continuously monitor students during interventions;

· Requiring schools to establish procedures to be followed after restraint or seclusion are used, including parental notification;

· Requiring states to report the yearly number of restraint and seclusion incidents; and

· Creating a discretionary grant program to assist states, districts and schools to establish, implement and enforce the minimum standards; support data collection and analysis; support staff training; and improve school climate and culture through the implementation of school-wide positive behavior supports.

· The bill passed the House of Representatives in the 111th Congress but did not move in the Senate.  We are hoping the House will take this bill up again as soon as possible.

· If your boss is interested in signing on as a cosponsor, please contact:
· Republicans:  Representative Gregg Harper/Scot Malvaney (Scot.Malvaney@mail.house.gov) 
· Democrats:   Representative George Miller/Laura Schifter (Laura.Schifter@mail.house.gov)
· [FOR MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE EDUCATION & WORKFORCE COMMITTEE]:                                I would also like to respectfully request that you express your support to the House Education & Workforce Committee leadership for Congressional action to ensure Federal restrictions on the use of seclusion and restraint is completed in this Congress (or by the end of 2012).  

3. For the Senate:

· I am calling to ask my Senator to cosponsor the Keeping All Students Safe Act of 2011 S. 2020.)  This bill was introduced by U.S. Senator Tom Harkin, Chairman of the Senate HELP Committee, on December 16, 2011.

· This  bill establishes federal minimum safety standards to limit the use of restraint and seclusion in schools by:
· Banning the use of mechanical and chemical restraints, seclusion, and physical restraints that restrict breathing and aversive interventions that compromise health and safety;

· Prohibiting physical restraint being used as planned interventions; they should only be used as a last resort in emergency circumstances where a student’s behavior poses an imminent danger of physical injury and less restrictive interventions would be ineffective;
· Emphasizing the implementation of preventative measures proven to reduce and eliminate the need for emergencies leading to the use of restraints; 

· Prohibiting the use of restraint when contraindicated by a student’s medical condition;
· Requiring school personnel who implement the techniques to be trained and certified, and require that they continuously monitor students during interventions;

· Requiring schools to establish procedures to be followed after restraint or seclusion are used, including parental notification and a debriefing process involving the parents and when appropriate, the student;

· Requiring states to report the yearly number of restraint and seclusion incidents; and

· Creating a discretionary grant program to assist states, districts and schools to establish, implement and enforce the minimum standards; support data collection and analysis; support staff training; and improve school climate and culture through the implementation of school-wide positive behavior supports.
· If your boss is interested in signing on as a cosponsor, please contact:
· Senator Harkin/Michael Gamel-McCormick (Michael_Gamel_McCormick@help.senate.gov) 
