Draft Letter Template – U.S. House of Representatives
Dear Representative:

As a parent/family member of a child with a significant disability, I am reaching out to you today to urge your support and co-sponsorship of the Keeping All Students Safe Act (H.R. 1381).   This important legislation establishes Federal standards to ensure that children are protected from harmful practices in schools and to ensure their safety in the education system.  Families like mine need the Federal government to provide clear direction to the states to ensure that children are not subjected to abusive practices in educational settings.

Children are injured and traumatized by restraint, seclusion and aversive interventions every day in schools across the United States. In January 2009, the National Disability Rights Network issued a report detailing the harmful use of these interventions in more than two-thirds of states, involving public and private school children as young as three years old.  In response, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) conducted an investigation finding that federal law does not currently exist that regulates the use of these interventions in schools and that state laws vary widely if they exist at all.  In fact, many states have no laws regulating restraint and seclusion in schools.  Furthermore, there are no requirements for schools to report cases where seclusion and restraint is used, or how often on one child.  Because of this lack of transparency and monitoring, thousands of students are repeatedly abused within their school systems every year through these archaic techniques and rarely do we as the American public find out about it until it is too late and the child is irreparably harmed or even killed.

The vast majority of education and mental health professionals agree that these techniques are not therapeutic, evidence-based practices.  There currently exists no literature that supports the use of seclusion and restraint practices on children, and no Federal statute to ensure a minimum set of standards that state education systems must apply to protect children.  To address this major public policy concern and threat to students’ safety, U.S. Representatives George Miller (D-CA) and Gregg Harper (R-MS) recently reintroduced the Keeping All Students Safe Act (H.R. 1381), which passed the U.S. House of Representatives in the 111th Congress by widespread bipartisan support.  The legislation currently has 28 cosponsors, and as a constituent whose child and family would be directly protected by this legislation, I respectfully request your support of this important legislation.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.  My child deserves a safe educational environment, and schools should be encouraged to use evidence-based practices that do not jeopardize the health of a child.

Thank you,

Your Name

Address

