
February 26, 2026  

Re: Congress Must Prioritize Health Care and Programs for Older Adults and Stop Harmful 
Immigration Enforcement Policies   

Dear Members of Congress,  

On behalf of the undersigned 109 aging and ally organizations, we urge Congress to consider the harm 

of  the administration’s aggressive immigration policies on the ability of older adults to age with dignity 
in  their communities as you negotiate Department of Homeland Security appropriations. The massive 
new  funding Congress enacted last July is fueling the violent actions by Immigration and Customs  
Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection’s (CBP). Congress cannot allow the  
administration’s approach to immigration enforcement to continue and must put adequate safeguards  
in place while restoring funding for health care and other programs that help older adults and their  
families meet their basic needs.   

In the past year, older adults and people with disabilities have been harmed by the administration’s  
aggressive approach to immigration enforcement. Among the scenes from Minnesota that gripped our  
country included ChongLy Scott Thao, a 56-year-old Hmong American and U.S. citizen, being illegally  
removed at gun point by ICE agents from his home in his underwear and sandals with only a blanket  
wrapped around his shoulders.1 Advocates in Minnesota and elsewhere have reported that some older  
adults – immigrants and non-immigrants alike – have stopped accessing services like health care and  
community activities because of the fear that immigration enforcement activities have created in their  
communities.2 At the same time, providers have reported an increase in those immigrants who provide  
care to older adults and people with disabilities calling in sick and otherwise feeling unsafe and unable  
to carry out their job responsibilities professionally.3 These issues are, in part, the fallout from the 
administration’s decision to roll back the sensitive locations policy that had previously protected places  
like health care settings, social service agencies, and others from immigration enforcement.4

 

Furthermore, the administration’s immigration detention policies have a unique harm on the health and  
wellbeing of older immigrants who are held in harsh conditions in ICE facilities.5

  

The impacts of the administration’s approach to immigration enforcement will be felt for many years to  
come. As federal agents recklessly detain more individuals, some of these will be caregivers for older  
adults and people with disabilities, jeopardizing that care and inevitably resulting in complications, social  

isolation and other harm, and even death.6 The ramp-up in enforcement is part of a suite of the  

 
1Jack Brook, Associated Press, “A U.S. citizen says ICE forced open the door to his Minnesota home and removed  
him in his underwear after a warrantless search,” (Jan. 20, 2026); BBC, “US citizen describes being detained by ICE  
in his underwear,” (Jan. 20, 2026).   
2 Hussain Khan, KQED, “Fearing ICE, California’s Immigrant Seniors Retreat From Social and Health Services,” (Dec.  
21, 2025).   
3 Kimberly Bonvissuto, McKnights Senior Living, “Immigration enforcement tactics creating ‘profound fear and  
disruption’ in senior living,” (Jan. 30, 2026).   
4 Department of Homeland Security, “Statement from a DHS Spokesperson on Directives Expanding Law  
Enforcement and Ending the Abuse of Humanitarian Parole,” (Jan. 31, 2025).   
5Justice in Aging, Brief of Amici Curiae et. al, Rodriguez Vazquez v. Hermosillo, No. 25-6842, (9th Cir.), filed Jan. 28,  
2026.   
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https://justiceinaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-01-28-Dkt-42-1-FILED-Rodriguez-Vasquez-Amicus-Brief.pdf


administration’s aggressive immigration policies that attempt to further restrict immigrant eligibility and  
chill access to services.7 Timed with the administration’s broader attacks on the programs that older  

adults and people with disabilities rely on, the ability of all of us – especially older immigrants – to age  
with dignity and in our communities is in real jeopardy.  

Although the impacts of these enforcement tactics are long-term, you can act now to mitigate the harm  
to older adults across our country. Therefore, we call on Congress to:  

● Enact adequate safeguards in immigration enforcement that protect the ability of all of us to  
access the services and care that we need;   

● Codify the longstanding sensitive locations policy so that older adults and people with  
disabilities have a sense of security in the places they access every day;  

● Repeal the immigration enforcement funding provisions in H.R. 1, halt additional appropriations,  

and redirect funds to health care, nutrition and other services;  

● Restore access to Medicare, Medicaid, ACA tax credits, and SNAP for lawfully present 

immigrants; and  

● Add meaningful and enforceable measures that rein in federal agents and require compliance  

with the Constitution, civil rights laws, and due process as a condition of any funding.  

We urge Congress to act decisively and quickly to stop the harmful actions by ICE and CBP and 

demonstrate you understand the administration’s current approach to immigration enforcement  
imperils all of us. This is a moment to make decisions that will allow all of us to live and age with dignity  
and peace. 

Sincerely,  

51 National Organizations 

American Geriatrics Society  

American Society on Aging  

Autistic People of Color Fund 

Autistic Self Advocacy Network 

Autistic Women & Nonbinary Network 

Catalyst Employment Supports LLC 

Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) 

Center for Medicare Advocacy 

Clearinghouse on Women's Issues 

Coalition on Human Needs 

Color Of Change  

Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, U.S. Region 

Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund 
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Diverse Elders Coalition (DEC) 

Empowering Pacific Islander Communities (EPIC) 

Equal Justice Society 

Family Caregiver Alliance, National Center on Caregiving 

Feminist Majority 

Gerontological Society of America 

Hand in Hand: The Domestic Employers Network 

Impact Fund 

Inclusion Allies Coalition 

International Association for Indigenous Aging 

Japanese American Citizens League 

Justice in Aging 

Latino Farmers & Ranchers International, Inc.  

Latinos for a Secure Retirement 

Legal Action Center 

National Adult Day Services Association 

National Adult Protective Services Association 

National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 

National Black Justice Coalition 

National Center for State and Tribal Elder Justice Coalitions 

National Consumer Voice for Quality Long-Term Care 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Education Association 

National Health Law Program 

National Hispanic Council on Aging (NHCOA) 

National Respite Coalition 

National Women's Law Center Action Fund 

NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice 

Network of Jewish Human Service Agencies 
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PHI 

Robert & Ethel Kennedy Human Rights Center 

SAGE 

Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC)  

TASH 

The National Coalition for Asian Pacific American Community Development (National CAPACD) 

Village to Village Network 

Voices for Progress 

Well Spouse Association 

58 State/Local Organizations 

AAPI Equity Alliance 

Access Care Anywhere 

Aging Services Collaborative of Santa Clara County 

Aging, Disability, and Veterans Community Services 

Alzheimer's Los Angeles 

Alzheimer's Orange County 

Alzheimer's San Diego 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice Southern California 

CAADS-California Association for Adult Day Services 

California Coalition for Women Prisoners 

California Health Advocates 

California Pan-Ethnic Health Network  

CalPACE 

CAPI USA 

Catholic Charities 

Center for Elder Law and Justice 

Center for Elders' Independence 

Central Coast Center for Independent Living CCCIL 

Disability Policy Consortium 
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Disability Rights California 

Equality California 

FREED Center for Independent Living 

Independent Living Resource Center San Francisco 

Inland Caregiver Resource Center 

Inland Coalition on Aging 

Little Tokyo Service Center 

Maine Council on Aging 

Marin Center for Independent Living 

MICHIGAN DISABILITY ADVOCACY  

Michigan Elder Justice Initiative 

Mississippi Center for Justice 

MJHS Health System 

Multipurpose Senior Services Site Association 

New Jersey Office of the Long-Term Care Ombudsman 

New Light Wellness 

On Lok  

Openhouse 

Orange County Aging Services Collaborative 

Orange County Equality Coalition 

Partners In Care Foundation 

Placer Independent Resource Services 

Progress Advisors 

Refugee Women's Network 

San Francisco AIDS Foundation 

Self Help for the Elderly 

Self-Advocates of Michigan 

Silicon Valley Independent Living Center 

Silver State Equality 
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Sistahs Aging with Grace & Elegance 

Special Service for Groups, SILVER 

Supporting Illinois Brothers and Sisters 

The California In-Home Supportive Services Consumer Alliance (CICA) 

The Legal Aid Society 

TRI-COUNTY INDEPENDENT LIVING, INC. 

UDW/AFSCME Local 3930 

VietRISE 

Whitman-Walker Health Legal Services 

Yolo Healthy Aging Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
6 In Texas, Wael Tarabishi passed away in January after his father and primary caregiver was detained by ICE in late  
October 2025. Priscilla Rice, Forth Worth Report, “Family of Arlington man detained by ICE calls for release to 
attend son’s funeral,” (Jan. 26, 2026). Social isolation stemming from the detentions and fear could increase  
mortality and decline in physical and cognitive function. Chen Lyu, Katherine Siu, Ian Xu, et. al, JAMA Network,  
“Social Isolation Changes and Long-Term Outcomes Among Older Adults,” (July 24, 2024).  
 7 The administration’s approach to public charge, for which a proposed rule was released in late last year, is one  
example of many. Research indicates that after the President’s attempt to redefine public charge in his first term,  
as many as 2.5 to 4.7 million individuals were at risk for decreased enrollment from Medicaid/CHIP. Samantha  
Artiga, Rachel Garfield, and Anthony Damico, KFF, “Estimated Impacts of Final Public Charge Inadmissibility Rule 
on Immigrants and Medicare Coverage,” (Sept. 18, 2019).  

6 

https://fortworthreport.org/2026/01/26/family-of-arlington-man-detained-by-ice-calls-for-release-to-attend-sons-funeral/
https://fortworthreport.org/2026/01/26/family-of-arlington-man-detained-by-ice-calls-for-release-to-attend-sons-funeral/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2821456
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/estimated-impacts-of-final-public-charge-inadmissibility-rule-on-immigrants-and-medicaid-coverage/#f20fed96-d6ee-4367-8d0f-316108ce5225
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/estimated-impacts-of-final-public-charge-inadmissibility-rule-on-immigrants-and-medicaid-coverage/#f20fed96-d6ee-4367-8d0f-316108ce5225

